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Editorial

Politics kill infrastructure bond measure

No infrastructure deal is better than a bad infrastructure deal. So Californians

should rejoice that the state Legislature and Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger were
unable to come to an agreement before last Wednesday's deadline to put on the
June ballot an initiative to rebuild parts of the state's crumbling infrastructure.

The sticking points were that the Democrats filled the initiative proposal with
pork that included local parks, housing (which should only be provided by the
private sector), mass-transit schemes and school construction (even though
Proposition 39 made it easy for local school districts to pass bonds with a 55
percent vote). Meanwhile, Republicans were insisting that an initiative must ease
environmental laws that hinder construction and prevailing union-wage laws that
increase construction costs. So the potential deal fell apart.

Up against a deadline, had a deal been struck, legislators would have had only a
few hours to read legislation running to hundreds of pages of bureaucratese. Now,
at least they can take a little more time to craft legislation for an initiative before
budget negotiations begin soon - if they have a mind to.

To get on the November ballot, the ultimate deadline set by the Secretary of State
is mid-August. But, practically, most work would need to be done before
negotiations over the 2006-07 budget begin in mid-May. In a conference call
Thursday with editorial writers, Assembly Speaker Fabian NUfez said he hopes
that an agreement can be made with the governor before the Legislature takes its
Easter recess.

Although the governor's overall proposal includes $222 billion in infrastructure
improvements, the main part is the $72 billion he's seeking (up from $68 billion
earlier this year) in bonds that would be repaid from the general fund. The major
alternative was $49 billion offered by the Assembly Democratic leadership, which
also would be repaid from the general fund. (The rest of the $222 billion would
come from other sources, such as federal funds and user fees.)

All along we have pointed out that, given the $6 billion structural annual deficit
the state still faces, a better idea would be to make all projects paid for by users

through such things as toll roads built with public-private partnerships, with no
general-fund bonds issued.

Unfortunately, when public-private toll roads were brought up in Thursday's
conference call, NUfiez derided them as “Lexus lanes leaving the common people
behind” - which would be news to the thousands of everyday citizens who benefit
from the toll roads. He insisted that toll roads must be “part of a large package” -
meaning, we presume, all the other items he wants in the infrastructure bond.

http://www.appeal-democrat.com/articles/2006/03/20/columnists/editorial/viewl.txt

Page 1 of 3

QuickClicks: = Subscribe Today =« Contact Us = Subs

0S = Press

Advertis

Reacl

Calif
with
25-
class
in
news
Cal

3/20/2006



Appeal-Democrat.com Page 2 of 3

Badges partit
Beale Air Force Base 1t hardly needs to be pointed out that this battle over infrastructure spending is news
Heart Repair taking place in an election year, and that “Democrats are smelling blood with Gov. clas
Spirit of Freedom Schwarzenegger,” said Steven Frates, senior fellow at the Rose Institute of State -
209?‘ and Local Government at Claremont McKenna College. “They don't want him to de
Spirit of Freedom have a non-partisan political victory” in putting a bond measure on the ballot, WW
Spirit of Freedom which would be “something he could campaign on. SCAI
Issue 2002

Graduating Class of Legislative Democrats' major
2005 goal, Frates added, is to gain SIMPLIFY
Graduating Class of  the governor's seat in -

2004 November. “Everything is i_,/ -
Graduating Class of  colored by that political il :# .
’ OLU#

2003 situation. The political i
Best of Yuba-Sutter  calculus favors the ’
Mid-Valley Gang Democrats.” M DVE

Wars

No Child Left Behind  |f no deal is reached b

Toxic Treats November, the govern)gr could 1-888-REALTOR Hmﬂm
Kings Playoff Photos  blame a recalcitrant DOCUA
U-2 Training Democratic Legislature. But

) : the Democrats could, in turn,
Promotionals craft an initiative that the {) {JJ ! CLICK HERE

governor would reject, then

blame him. SORENSEN o I}‘ZI: Clﬂ’iﬂ

Despite the political N
shenanigans, we hope all sides can come up with a constructive solution - using ¢
primarily private means.

= * cuts {

Home Improvement E’ 1 o facial

Lawrr&arden « mass

& h:d)r

: : *spap

Coming Soon in the Appeal-Democrat Newspaper « waxir

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday « chem

In Entertainment, “Toy In Food, Yuba City In Weekend, a look at 878 Ric

Story” creator gears up | firefighter's Firehouse Yuba City High [53‘]}
for a haughty race car in | Flaming Flank Steak | School's production of
the animated “Cars.” wins over the judges. | “Fiddler on the Roof.”

http://www.appeal-democrat.com/articles/2006/03/20/columnists/editorial/viewl.txt 3/20/2006



Appeal-Democrat.com Page 3 0f 3

Class
Ne

View al
inC

Copyright © 2006: Appeal-Democrat All rights reserved.
* The entire contents of appeal-democrat.com and the Appeal-Democrat, including logotype, graphics and text, are fully
copyright and registry and cannot be reproduced in any form for any purpose without written permission from the Appea

Please review our privacy statement and user agreement before using this service.

http://www.appeal-democrat.com/articles/2006/03/20/columnists/editorial/viewl.txt 3/20/2006



